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FR. O'NEILL COUNCIL MISSION STATEMENT

THE FATHER O’NEILL COUNCIL OF THE KNIGHTS  OF COLUMBUS IS A FRATERNAL ORGANIZATION OF
CATHOLIC MEN DEDICATED TO THE CHURCH.  WE WILL EXPEND OUR ENERGIES TOWARD PRESERVING THE
SANCTITY OF LIFE AND MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE COMMUNITY VIA SERVICE AND CHARITY.  IN PURSUIT OF
THESE OBJECTIVES WE PROMOTE FAMILY, DEVELOP FRIENDSHIPS, ENJOY FRATERNALISM AND GROW IN FAITH.

CHAPLAIN’S COUNSEL

“Living Our Faith”

Greetings and Salutations,
I thank all who helped to make

the month of January so eventful and
memorable.  The beginning of the
month started for Deputy Grand
Knight Joe Stout and me at the Mid-
Term meeting for the State Council .
Fellow O’Neil l Counci l members
PGK Deacon John Gramling, PGK
Bi l l  Santo and PGK  Dick
Vandenberg joined us.  It was a long
day but a very frui tful one, as you get
to see where other councils stand in
relation to activi ties and member-
ship.  Overall, I would say that we are
in good shape relative to most coun-
cils.  We are on the verge of becom-
ing a premiere council  and will  only
get there with your help.

Perhaps the most exciting thing
to happen this month is the addition
of twelve new members that took
their first degree on January 17th!  I
cannot say welcome enough to these
fine men and thei r wives and fami-
lies.  We as a council , look forward to
getting to know each of you and
strengthen the fraternal  bond as we
perform God’s work for those in
need.  I especially would like to rec-
ognize two newer members, Larry
Wescott and Glenn Thuman who
have been members less than six
months and al ready have recruited

I would like to thank al l the
Grand Knights, Deputy Grand
Knights, State Chairmen and thei r
wives who attended the Mid Term
Meeting at St Cami llus Parish Hall in
Silver Spring, Maryland.  It was very
informative event for the incoming
Grand Knight for the next fraternal
year.

From March 24-25, 2007, the
Supreme Council  will  hold its Mem-
bership Bli tz.  Report completed re-
sults as soon as possible; don’ t wait
until  the last minute.  The due date is
March 28, 2007.  Please follow up
with any interest cards that you may
receive.  For the new candidates that
signed in, bring them to the next fi rst
degree.

Are you or you and your wife
interested in going to the Supreme
Headquarters in March?  If so, the
State Council  will be sending two
Brother Knights to Supreme Coun-
cil.  The State Council will be looking
for the counci l with highest percent-
age gain in membership and for the
Grand Knight who recrui ts the most
members.  If you qualify for one of
these areas, you have a chance of
being selected by the State Council  to
go to Supreme Headquarters in
March.

                 (Continued on page 5, column 1.)                 (Continued on page 4, column 3.)

You know, we are a wonderfully
diverse group of men, we brother
Knights.  We have di f f ering
ideologies, differing philosophies,
and di ffering political views.  So
what is it that marks us as Knights?

I t is the uni ty of  those
differences that come together in the
common love of God, the common
love of church, the common
wi l lingness to l ive our l ives in
service to one another and to a
special  care for those among us who
have not been as fortunate or as
blessed.

It is our core values that bind us
together, our pride in being
Cathol ic, our pride in publ icly
proclaiming that we are committed
followers of Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

It is our attitude towards the
sanctity of al l li fe, from conception
to natural  death.  These are the things
that mark us as special  — as Knights
of Columbus.

As we celebrate our differences,
let us celebrate even more those
values that we share in common and
give thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ
for His many blessings and gifts.
Deacon John

Ask a Friend!
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PROGRAM  ACTIVITIES
COUNCIL  ACTIVITIESDIRECTOR’S  NOTES CHURCH  ACTIVITIES

Christmas has come and gone.
GK Andy Gleeson and DGK Joe
Stout and thei r wives joined Msgr.
Jeremiah Kenney, Deacon John
Graml ing and PGKs Santo and
Vandenberg at the State Mid-Term
Meeting held at St. Camillus in Sil -
ver Spring on Saturday, Jan. 7.  Ev-
eryone came back re-energized to
tackle the programs for the remain-
der of the Columbian Year.  Msgr.
Kenney’s sermon and anecdotes
throughout the day were extremely
uplifting and informative to say the
least.

The Surge with Service Reports
were sent to the State Program Direc-
tors on time.  They were very well
written and should get the attention
of the Directors reading and evaluat-
ing the reports of all the councils
(approx 750 reports) in the State.  Ed,
Bob, Richard, John and Joe, our hats
are off to you as a group for a job well
done.

We are now working on new
members joining our Order.  The
number of prospects looks great.

Dick Lewandowski  has pro-
moted the March for Life in Wash-
ington, DC.  Father O’Neil l contin-
ues to have Council members par-
ticipating in the March.  We joined
the St. Joseph Church bus group after
the 8:30 Mass on the 22nd.

By the time you read this letter
we will have had our Annual Shrimp
Feast and it was a great success I am
certain.
Bill  Santo, PGK

As some of you may know, my
wife, Chris, and I attend the Catholic
Communi ty of St Francis in Hunt
Valley.  As a parishioner I am on a
church committee.  All the commit-
tees meet once a month and Father
Frank has a short devotion service
and announcements prior to the com-
mittee meetings.  I am reproducing
part of the devotion service in this
article.
INTENTIONS- THE SORROW-
FUL MYSTERIES FOR LIFE
The Agony in the Garden—Let us
pray for mothers and fathers who are
in agony because they are tempted to
abort a child.  May they be given the
good news that there are alternatives
and may they make use of the help
that is available.  Let us pray, Hail
Mary . . .
The Scourging—As Christ’s flesh
was torn by the instruments of those
who scourged Him, so the bodies of
babies in the womb are torn by the
instruments of abortionists.  Let us
pray that that abortionists may repent
of these acts of child kill ing.  Let us
pray, Hail Mary . . .
The Cr owning Wi th T hor ns—
Jesus suffered the pain of thorns in
His head, and did so silently.  We
pray for the mothers and fathers of
aborted chi ldren.  So many of them
suffer deep grief and regret over a
choice they can never reverse.  So
many suffer in silence because oth-
ers tell them it’s not a big thing.  Let
us pray, Hail Mary . . .
Thge Carrying of the Cross—Jesus
wasnot condemned by the power of
wicked people.  He was condemned
because of  the si lence of  good
people.  SILENCE always helps the

4011 I nvestment Club Update:
As of this date, 1/14/2007, we

have matched last years total of 313
tickets sold.  Thanks to all  who re-
sponded by either sending in addi-
tional  ticket sales or making original
purchases.
 Membership Dues:

I real ize that Christmas super-
seded all thoughts at this time of
year.  Now that we are recovering,
please be reminded that 2007 dues
are now due.  Please help by respond-
ing as promptly as possible.  If not
received by the end of  the month, the
next phase wil l require additional
postage to send out 2nd and past due
notices.  The next step after that
would be the start of suspension.
 Membership:

We welcome the following new
members and spouses to the Father
O’Neill family.

•Brig. Gen. (Ret.) Wi ll iam &
Diane Bilo

•Michael  & Anna Hipol i to,
DMD

•Daniel  & Deborah McClure
•Maurice & Marion Rozario
•Wil liam & Gabriella Thuman
We look forward to seeing all  of

you at the Council  Home.
Drew Hilbinger , FS
Tootsie Roll  Dive:  The 2006 Tootsie
Roll Drive netted $3,456.  A check
for this amount has been sent to the
State Council .  We wil l be donating
the funds to St. Elizabeth School and
Francis X. Gal lagher Services.  I ex-
tend the Counci l’s sincere thanks to
Chairman Robert Welling and all  who
contributed their time to make the
drive a success.
Carl E Lenhoff, President, Father
O’Neill  Charities, I nc.

Recruitment
Visit <www.kcmaryland

4th.org/kcsubmitform .htm>
for an on-line form!

                 (Continued on page 3, column 1.)
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Sick or Bereaved
If you have a loved one who
is sick (in the hospital or at
home) or if one of your
loved ones passes to his/her
eternal reward, Fr. O'Neill
Counci l   would l ike to
know.  Please be sure to call
Charlie Vlk, Jr. at 410-252-
9373.  If you can't reach
Charlie call  Bill Santo at
421-337-0312

oppressor, never the victim.  Let us
pray that we may never be silent
about abortion, but rather will clearly
speak up to save babies from death.
Let us pray, Hai l Mary . . .
The Crucifixion—As we ponder the
death of Christ, let us remember the
many women who have died from
the so-called “safe and legal”  abor-
tions.  Let us ask forgiveness and
mercy for them.  May thei r memory
save other women from making this
tragic mistake.  Let us pray, Hail
Mary . . .
My Personal Reflection: I realize
there are many persons who wish
they could reverse a decision they
made to have an abortion.  Perhaps
you may ease your feel ings of gui lt
by speaking to that scared mother-to-
be and the child’s father by explain-
ing how your decision has affected
your life.  This can best be accom-
plished directly with that person or
indi rectly through a priest or re-
spected friend.

On a lighter note, the KC Father
O’Neill Council is planning a pan-
cake brunch on Sunday, Feb. 18,
2007 (see flyer in this newsletter.)
Ed Bollinger , Church Director

Family, Church, country and the
Knights — i t wasn’ t planned that
way but that is the way it turned out
beginning just before Thanksgiving .
. . Eleanor, daughter Joan and I first
took a day trip to historic Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticel lo home.  Then
later Eleanor and I over the Thanks-
giving weekend arranged a visit to
the impressive Knights Museum in
New Haven to take photos for a
photo presentation including the spe-
cial  exhibi tion of models of the life-
sized Vatican Christmas Crèches of
Pope John Paul lI reviewed in our
Columbia magazine.

Later back home we visi ted
Washington’s Mount Vernon home
to tour the newly opened museum, a
remarkable combination of history
in sight and sound that makes you
feel you have met George Washing-
ton and Martha in person.  After
Christmas thirty-five of our family
had the opportunity for an evening
tour of the White House.  Here were
the reminders while walking through
these hallowed halls and rooms of
the greatness and ideals of  the
American dream of li fe, l iberty and
the pursuit of happiness for all God’s
people.

The holiday season was con-
cluded with an inspiring visit to the
Basilica of the Assumption where
our young founder Fr. McGivney
was ordained.  As one gentleman
exclaimed leaving the Basi l ica,
“This is the most beautiful thing I
have ever seen!”

As a Knight involved with our
publ ic relations and publ ici ty, I
thought this holiday in a sense was
not planned that way — but what
wonderful ‘ living’  reminders to us of
what the Knights represent and are
all about: Family, Church, Country .
Bill  Myers, Public Relations

PUBLIC RELATIONS
(Continue from page 2, column 3.)

Church Activities (cont’d)

Pro-L ife Groups Concerned Sen-
ate Bill Would Stop Pro-L ife Lob-
bying     by Steven Ertelt
Washington, DC (L ifeNews.com)
— Leading pro-l ife groups are con-
cerned that a bil l in the Senate would
make it difficul t for them and others
to lobby members of Congress on
pro-life issues. It would impose strict
reporting requirements on any group
conducting the smallest amount of
lobbying and would impose strict
fines and jai l sentences for noncom-
pliance.

The groups, including National
Right to L i fe, Fami ly Research
Council, American Fami ly Associa-
tion, and others, are worried about
bill  S. 1.

Under a section of the bil l, any-
one who is paid by any organization
that encourages more than 500
people to contact Congress on any
matter or anyone who has called a
Congressional office more than two
times urging a vote on legislation
must register as a lobbyist.

Also, any paid individual  who
spends more than $25,000 in a three-
month period on “paid efforts to
stimulate grassroots lobbying”
would also be required to register
and report expendi tures as a
“grassroots lobbying firm.”

While the bi ll purports to reform
special  interest lobbying, the pro-life
groups say it would put significant
and complex hurdles in front of
smaller, local groups.

Any pro-life advocate who runs
afoul of the complex requi rements of
Section 220 of the bil l could be sub-
jected to crushing civil penal ties,
raised from $50,000 to $200,000 per
infraction. Punishment could also
include as much as up to 10 years in
prison.

PRO-LIFE ACTIVITIES

              (Continued on page 5, column 3.)
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Brother Knights, we have sev-
eral awards waiting for you!  All you
need to do is recruit new members!
There are the Shining Amour
Award from Supreme (recruit one
new member), the Silver  Knight
Award from the State Counci l (re-
cruit two new members), and the
Golden Knight Award from Insur-
ance Agency (recruit five new mem-
bers).  Along with recrui tment, you
must also attend 3 business meet-
ings, participate in 3 council activi -
ties, be a thi rd degree member and
see your insurance agent.  All of thei r
requirements must be completed in
one year to be el igible.
Degree Dates:
1st Degree:
• February 14, 2007 @ Cardinal
Gibbons Council #2521
• Apri l  25, 2007 @ Patapsco
Council #1960
2nd Degree:
• March 14, 2007 @ Cardinal  Gib-
bons Council #2521
• March 15, 2007 @ Notre Dame
Council #2901
3rd Degree:
• March 16, 2007 @ Cardinal  Gib-
bons Council #2521
• May 25, 2007 @ Archbishop
Fulton Sheen, Sykesville
Dates to Remember:
• January 27, 2007—Council  and
District Basketbal l Free Throw
• March 10, 2007—State Basket-
ball Free Throw at Capital Sports
Center, Marlboro Heights, MD
• February 19, 2007—Pro L i fe
March in Annapolis
• March 15, 2007—Duckpin
Bowling Tournament, men / women
/ mixed team
Peace and Unity.
Rafael M. Nicolas, DD # 19

FRATERNAL BENEFITS

“Insuring a Child’s Insurability”

At the Knights of Columbus we believe mom and dad should
be insured adequately before insuring your children.  You
protect your children by first insuring mom and dad’s income
and caregiving.

However … once parents are covered … it makes good sense
to insure your children.  Why?

• You protect your children’s insurability.

• You protect yourself in the event of the unthinkable.

• You can lock in his/her age for an unbelievably low
rate.

Let’s focus on #1.  With a K of C policy you can provide
guaranteed future insurability options of up to $600,000 per
child.  These options come due at ages 25, 28, 31, 34, 37 and
40 regardless of your child’s health, occupation or affiliation
with the K of C.

A wise man once said that you don’t help someone by fishing
for them … but rather by teaching them to fish.  By insuring your
child with these options you provide your son or daughter the
opportunity to build wealth through our K of C products – a
priceless “love note” for your child’s future.

Call me so we can discuss your situation.

Gregory Wiherle, CSA, FICF
Fraternal Benefits Advisor

Office:  (410) 494-1498
Email:  kc.wiherle@verizon.net

(Continue from page 1, column 3.)

District Deputy’s Note
(cont’d)
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FRATERNAL NOTES
The following Counci l Brothers

and their wives celebrate birthdays
in February:
02nd Jennifer Nutter
03rd Ellis (Jerry) J. Shifflett, Jr.
04th Will iam J. Frank

Raymond L. Sheeler
06th Alta Cavey

Stephen H. Muller
07th Christine Briggs

Dennis R. Cole
Rev. James Farmer

08th John E. Staylor
09th J. Edward Bollingeer, Jr.
10th Joseph Deegan
12th Brian H. Morris, MD
13th Robert M. Kane

Elmer S. Wolter
16th Salvatore J. Culotta
18th Becky  Kirby

Robert E. Well ing
Mary Jane Yaniga

20th Pat Eberl ing
Janine Ptak

22nd Giles F. Burns
Will iam H. Shearin

23rd Joseph E. Stout
Theresa Ward

24th LtCmdr Daniel F. Demaso
John A. Donnelly
J. Rupert Neary
Richard J. Nee

26th Charlotte Gerber
28th J. Hamilton Bailey

Gregory A. Gotts
We wish you al l  a Happy Bi rth-

day and many more to come.
We wish a happy anniversary to

the following couples:
01st Frank & Helen Wesolowski
02nd James & Mildred Skarda
10th Michael  & Sandra Hare
12th Joseph & Evelyn Ciattei

Drew & Anne Hilbinger
14th Joseph & Antoinette Salvaggio
18th Malvin & Janice Pavik
23rd James & Joan Bendall
24th Edward & Mary Jane Yaniga

Congratulations and may the
Lord bless you with many more
happy years together.
Ron Wasiljov                   354-1289

three new members between them.
The highest thanks goes to my wife
Julie who is directly responsible for
five of the new members.  Wow, talk
about a great supporter of the
Knights of Columbus and more im-
portant to me, her husband.  Thanks,
Honey you are the best!

Thanks to all who participated if
the Free Throw Contest at St. Joe’s.
We al l know how important it is to be
visible to the youth and for them to
know that we are here for them and
care about their success and future.
Fr. Matt has expressed to us the need
to be posi tive influences on the
youth, as there are so many negative
influences in their l ives.  Thanks
PGK Richard Briggs for running a
successful event.

We ended the month with our
annual Shrimp Feast and i t was a
rousing success!  Thanks to the
Shrimp Feast committee for all thei r
hard work.  It is amazing what we can
achieve when we al l take a smal l part
and do i t to the best that we can, only
to see the sum of the parts turn into a
huge success!

To al l who celebrate Black His-
tory Month, I hope that one day we
will all  be seen as God’s children by
everyone and as Dr. Martin Luther
King said, “be judged on the content
of one’s character not the color of
one’s skin.”  We as Knights of Co-
lumbus must always be will ing to
take the proper stand, even when it is
not popular.  There is nothing harder
in America than being a Black
American, except being a Black
Catholic American.  We as Knights
must always be wil ling to stand up to
injustice and work towards that hope
that we will  all  live in PEACE and

have the abil ity to reach our full  po-
tential regardless of color.

Lastly, to al l who participated in
The March for Life, thanks does not
come from me but from the millions
of brilliant minds that have been ex-
terminated out of shear selfishness or
ignorance.  Julie and I have three
beauti ful chi ldren and are expecting
our fourth.  As most of you know, we
lost a baby the day before Mother’s
Day last year.  This was for me one
of, if not the most, painful experi -
ences of my LIFE.  My children have
made me the richest man that I have
ever known.  We are one of the only
voices left for the unborn and we
must continue to SHOUT it!
God Bless,
Andy Gleeson, GK

(Continue from page 1, column 1.)

Grand Knight’s Corner
(cont’d)

                  (Continued in the next column.)

“The net effect would be to chill
activities that are essential to the
healthy functioning of a representa-
tive system of government,” Na-
tional  Right to Life wrote in a letter to
senators today.

“ If this provision is enacted,
many ordinary citizens wil l get less
and less information from pro-life
groups and other issue-oriented or-
ganizations about what is going on in
Congress,” the pro-life group said of
the provisions.

National  Right to L ife is urging
lawmakers to adopt an amendment
by pro-life Sen. Bob Bennett of Utah
that would resolve the problems.

(Continue from page 3, column 3.)

                (Continued on page 6, column 2.)

Pro-Life Activities (cont’d)
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Father O’Neill Council, K  of C

Shrove Sunday Pancake Brunch

Sunday, February 18, 2007
11:30 AM to 2:00 PM

(Right before Ash Wednesday)

Cost: $5 per person  (Children Under 12 Free)

RSVP;  By Wednesday February 14, 2007

To: Ed Bollinger (410) 252-8130 or
JEBollinger@comcast.net

(Be sure to include # of adults and # of children in your RSVP.)

Thank you to Ellen Torres of St.
Vincent’s Center for speaking at our
January meeting.  We learned about
St. Vincent’s facili ties and the chil -
dren that they help.  We hope to
arrange for a tour of the faci lities in
the near future.  Anyone interested
please contact Anne (410-529-
0415).

This month will be the start of our
“Cakeless” Bake Sale.  Our Chai r-
lady, Loretta Vandenberg, will  be
sending letters to all of you.

Our next meeting is Thursday
February 8th at 6:30 p.m.  Fr. O’Neill
Council will  host an Appreciation
Dinner for the Ladies Auxi liary.
Please cal l Anne at 410-529-0415 to
make your reservation ASAP.  This
is a special evening for the Ladies
and the Men.

Please keep saving the pop tabs
from soda, vegetable, soup & pet
food cans.  These tabs, which are
ultimately recycled for cash, benefit
the Ronald McDonald House in Bal -
timore City.  Tabs can be given to any
Ladies Auxi liary member or call
Nancy Lenhoff (410-666-2852) to
arrange for pick-up.

Did you know that the pop tab
was invented by Ermal Fraze in
Kettering, Ohio and that a popular
amphitheater in Dayton, Ohio is
named for him?

Reservations can be made now
for our bus trip on Thursday, June 7th,
to Lancaster County, PA.  We leave
at 10:45 a.m. and arrive back at ap-
proximately 8:00 p.m.  Our itinerary
includes a delicious lunch at the
Shady Maple restaurant and on to
Millennium Theater to see “In the
Beginning,”  the wonderful  story of
Creation.  Cost is $80.  For informa-

tion and reservations cal l  Nancy
Lenhoff (410-666-2852).  Complete
information can be found in the full -
page ad in this newsletter.  Everyone
is invited.

One of our members was able to
purchase Rel igious Christmas
Stamps at the Cockeysville Post Of-
fice in mid January.  They were
hanging on the wal l in the area where
you pick your own stamps.  We can
use these stamps all year.

Happy Valentine’s Day
Anne Hilbinger, President

LADIES AUXILIARY

                  (Continued in the next column.)

(Continued from the previous column.)
Ladies Auxiliary (cont’d)

Tony Perkins, the president of
the Fami ly Research Counci l, agrees
that pro-li fe advocates should ask
their senators to oppose the damag-
ing provisions.

“This is a move to stop us from
informing you about the issues you
find important,”  he said.

“ We don’ t oppose legi timate
proposals to address unethical ac-
tions by Members of Congress, con-
gressional  staff and lobbyists,”
Perkins explained. “But nothing in
those misdeeds provides any justifi -
cation whatever for the idea that
Congress should regulate the consti -
tutionally protected efforts of groups
such as ours to alert citizens regard-
ing legislative developments in Con-
gress.”

Perkins says his group backs the
Bennett amendment as well.
“The Senator real izes that just as it
would be unconstitutional to monitor
the press because of their contact
with thei r readers, Congress has no
business monitoring the motives of
citizens who contact Washington to
express their views,” he said.

Pro-Life Activities (cont’d)

(Continued from the previous column.)

                  (Continued in the next column.)

(Continue from page 5, column 3.)

Pro-Life Activities (cont’d)
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Time Dated Material

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Feb. 25 State Founders Day

28 Officer's Meeting - 8:00 pm
March 07 Business Meeting - 8:00 pm

08 Ladies Auxiliary - 7:30 pm
Baltimore Chapter Meeting

13 O'Neill Club Meeting - 8:00 pm
14 Darts - 8:00 pm
15 4th Degree Mtg Assy #2378 - 8:00 pm
18 St. Patrick’s Day Party - 1 to 5 pm
21 Social Meeting - 8:00 pm
22 Bridge - 7:00 pm
28 Officer's Meeting - 8:00 pm
31 4th Degree Exemplification - Hagerstown

Feb. 04 Super Bowl Party
07 Council Business Meeting - 8:00 pm
08 Ladies Auxiliary - 7:30 pm Appreciation

Baltimore Chapter Meeting
13 O'Neill Club Meeting - 8:00 pm
14 Valentine’s Day

Darts - 8:00 pm
15 4th Degree Meeting Assy #2378 - 8:00 pm
18 Shrove Pancake Brunch - 11:30 am
21 Ash Wednesday

Social Meeting - 8:00 pm
22 Bridge - 7:00 pm

Happy Valentine's Day

>


